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of an intelligent native, who can think and express himself well on 
public questions. It will be surprising to those Englishmen who 
have hitherto treated the natives altogether as an uneducated mass 
incapable of thinking and will certainly excite sympathy among 
those who believe in the principles of liberty and justice. 

The Danish West Indies under Company Rule, 1671-1754. With 
a Supplementary Chapter, 1755-1917. By Waldemar Wester- 
gaard, Assistant Professor of History at Pomona College. In- 
troduction by H. Morse Stephens. Macmillan Company, New 
York, 1917. Pp. 359. 

This work is the history of a company of Danish merchants 
desiring to avail themselves of the commercial opportunities of the 
New World. The work was undertaken prior to the recent negotia- 
tions of the United States for the purchase of the islands. It is the 
result of an attempt to "identify and appraise" a number of official 
and other papers found in the Bancroft Collection at the Uni- 
versity of California. The study of these documents led to further 
research in the Danish libraries and archives, especially the archives 
of the Danish West India and Guinea Company. The work then 
becomes a treatise on the rise and fall of a great corporation with 
business as its objective rather than the sketch of a mere colony. 
It has a number of helpful maps and illustrations. 

In writing this work, the author easily realized that treated as 
an isolated subject it would be worthless. It is, therefore, dealt 
with as a part of European history, that phase commonly character- 
ized as commercial expansion. He, therefore, in accounting for the 
Danish interest in colonization and in estimating the part that 
nation actually played, finds that the experiences of the Danes 
were fairly typical of those of the Dutch, the French, the English 
and the Spanish. The narrative then is a succession of accounts 
of speculation, competition, prosperity and depression. There are 
sketches of adventurers, buccaneers and pirates all brought forward 
in such a way as to tell their own story. 

The author directs attention to the West Indies as the great 
theater in which was played the drama of history in the New World 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Sugar is pre- 
sented as king. The author is chiefly concerned with the crucial 
test to which the company was subjected, the establishment of the 
Brandenburgers at St. Thomas, the leasing of Guinea and St. 
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Thomas, the governorship of John Lorentz, the plantation colonies 
of St. Thomas and St. John, the introduction of slavery, the slave 
trade, the relations of the planter and the company, the acquisition 
of St. Croix, and the career of the company under a new charter. In 
the appendix there is such valuable information as the list of gov- 
ernors in the West Indies and the Guinea, the directors and board 
of shareholders in Copenhagen, the first charter of the Danish West 
India and Guinea Company, the charter of 1697, important letters 
of officials and the report of the board of police and trade to King 
Frederick IV in 1716. One finds also the list of slave cargoes arriv- 
ing in the Danish West Indies, the list of prices on St. Thomas 
from 1687 to 1751, West Indian sugar exported from Copenhagen, 
the company's receipts and debts at St. John and St. Croix, the 
capital invested in St. Thomas in 1747, the company's business in 
cotton, returns on the company's capital, and other statistics. 

The supplementary chapter is an effort to connect as far as pos- 
sible the sketch set forth in the preceding part of the book with the 
events leading up to the recent purchase of the group by the United 
States. The work throughout necessarily deals with the contact of 
the Negro with the European, as the African slaves constituted 
the class of population to be exploited and, of course, were the 
factor essential to the rise and growth of the company. 

A. H. Clemmons. 

The Taxation of Negroes in Virginia. By Topton Ray Snavelt, 

Phelps-Stokes Fellow at the University of Virginia, 1915-1917. 

Publication of the University of Virginia Phelps-Stokes Papers. 

Pp. 97. 

This work is the result of the establishment at the University 
of Virginia of a fellowship through a gift from the trustees of the 
Phelps-Stokes Fund. The holder of this fellowship must "stimu- 
late and conduct investigations and encourage a wider general 
interest among students concerning the character, condition and 
possibilities of the Negroes in the Southern States." Carrying 
out this plan the incumbents have organized classes for study and 
conducted special investigations, assigning related topics for study, 
bringing the results before classes for discussion and sometimes 
securing distinguished men for lectures in this field. 

In this dissertation the author has undertaken something new. 
No one had so far treated the taxation of the Negroes in any State. 



